THE  UNQUIET GRAVE

They seldom make positive assertions because they see,
outlined against any statement, (as a painter sees a
complementary colour), the image of its opposite.
Most psychological questionnaires are designed to
search out these moonlings and ensure their non-
eniployment. They divine each other by a warm indif-
ference for they know that they are not intended to
foregather, but, like stumps of phosphorus in the
world's wood, each to give forth his misleading radiance.

The two errors: We can, either have a spiritual or a
materialist view of life. If we believe in the spirit then
we make an assumption which permits a whole chain
down to a belief in fairies, witches, astrology, black
magic, ghosts, and treasure-divining; the point at which
we stop believing is dictated by our temperament or
by our mood at a given moment. Thus the early Chris-
tians believed in the miracles of false prophets, and
regarded the pagan gods as devils who had entrenched
themselves in secure positions. They were more pagan
than I ani. On the other hand a completely materialist
view leads to its own excesses, such as a belief in Be-
haviorism, in the economic basis of art, in the social
foundation of ethics and the biological nature of psycho-
logy, in fact to the justification of expediency and
therefore ultimately to the Ends-Means fallacy of which
our civilization is perishing.

If we believe in a supernatural or superhuman intelli-
gence creating the universe, then we end by stocking
our library with the prophecies of Nostradamus and the
calcuktions on the Great Pyramid. If instead we choose
to travel via Montaigne and Voltaire, then we choke
arooag the brimstone aridities of the Left Book Club.
It is a significant comment on the victory of science
over magic that were someone to say cif I put this pill